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CHILD PROTECTION LEGISLATION 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [12.08 pm]: I rise to inform the house about 
changes that have now come into effect to improve Western Australia’s child protection legislation. Last year, the 
McGowan government delivered on our commitment to progress child safety reforms through the passage of 
the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2021. These amendments include a particular focus on 
strengthening connection to family, culture and country for Aboriginal children in care. These new measures came 
into effect on 1 May this year. Key changes include prioritising placements in closer proximity to the child’s community 
if placement with family or an Aboriginal person in the child’s community cannot be achieved; stronger requirements 
to consult with Aboriginal people and organisations when making decisions about where an Aboriginal child should 
live; provision of cultural support plans in written proposals to the Children’s Court; and the requirement for certain 
public authorities to prioritise a request from the Department of Communities to provide assistance to a child in care. 
The legislative changes will also deliver on the key recommendations from the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. In its findings, the royal commission outlined changes to ensure that history 
does not repeat itself, including that additional occupations should be included in mandatory reporting and 
a recommendation to require the breaking of the seal of confession to report a belief of child sexual abuse. The 
expansion of mandatory reporting will be brought into operation in a staged way later this year to ensure that those 
affected receive the necessary training and support to fulfil their new reporting obligations. The first reporter group 
to be introduced will be ministers of religion, from November this year. 
These reforms are part of a range of measures introduced by the McGowan government to strengthen the child 
protection system. Through the 2022–23 state budget, the McGowan government is investing an additional 
$114 million into the child protection system for early intervention, new frontline staff, the expansion of programs to 
support at-risk youth and their families, and the ongoing implementation of the royal commission’s recommendations. 
The McGowan government is committed to protecting vulnerable children and keeping families safely together, 
and these reforms will ensure that this important work will continue well into the future. 
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